
 
 
 
 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2019! 
 
You may notice that the seasonal title of the newsletter has disappeared. 
 
Both Rob Plowes and Szabolcs Sáfián have independently pointed out the inappropriateness of 
say “Late Summer” in an e-magazine that covers the entire Afrotropical (sub-Saharan) region. 
From now on, the newsletter will be titled by a month (January, March, May, July, September or 
November), dealing with news from the preceding two months. 
 
Refer to the back-page for links to all previous editions, or visit the LepSoc Africa website: 
http://lepsocafrica.org/  

 

Cameron McMaster (Dave Edge) 
 
Cameron McMaster, one of our oldest members, who made many 
contributions to our knowledge of the butterflies of the Eastern 
Cape, passed away recently.  
He was acknowledged by the naming of two species after him - 
Aloeides macmasteri and Trimenia macmasteri. Cameron was also 
a keen botanist and discovered a long list of new species as well as 
rediscovering several that had not been seen for a long time. 
The Society extends its condolences to his wife Rhoda and his 
family. 
 
A full obituary will be published in Metamorphosis. 

 
Botanical Education Trust awards 2018 (Charles Botha)  
 

As is the case every year, the demand for grant funding far exceeded the amount available. Only 
income derived from investments is used, as all donations received are invested for future funding 
of applicants. Six applications which, in the opinion of the Trustees, would best serve the 
conservation of our indigenous flora were selected, totaling R115 000. Unfortunately it was not 
possible to grant the full amount requested to all successful applicants. 

The Trustees wish to thank all our donors, large and small, who have made these grants possible. 
Whether an immediate contribution or a legacy, all donations permanently benefit our indigenous 
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flora. The favourable exchange rate for donors abroad means that even small contributions translate 
into valuable amounts in South Africa. 

The Trust approved funding towards the publication of A Field Guide to succulent Euphorbias of 
southern Africa by Rolf and Alma Becker. This is the first book dedicated to the genus Euphorbia in 
this part of Africa since 1941. Easy to use, with annotated photographs, it will make identification 
easy, so raising awareness and interest in conserving these succulent plants. 

The current conservation status of the Hilton Daisy, Gerbera aurantiaca, is endangered. Only about 
twenty populations remain and, because of commercial forestry, these are extremely fragmented 
and isolated. Carolina Diller of the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal received an award to study the 
population genetics of this beautiful plant. Her work will have implications for conservation of the 
mist belt grasslands of KwaZulu-Natal. 

The Drakensberg Mountains are an important area of floristic diversity. This is also a major 
catchment area, but only 5% is protected in nature reserves. Glynis Goodman-Cron, of Wits 
University, aims to help inform management approaches to protect this biodiversity hotspot and 
maintain its integrity. To this end, her research examines ecological drivers of diversification in the 
beautiful endemic genus Glumicalyx. 

Marie Jordaan received funding for a taxonomic revision of part of the genus Olea. Because 
taxonomists seldom appear in the limelight of botanical research, they often find it difficult to attract 
funding. This work provides critical basic information that can be applied to many practical aspects 
such as conservation status, environmental management and environmental education. Olea from 
southern Africa was last revised 55 years ago. Marie’s proposal is dramatically different and includes 
more species, one previously undescribed. 

Natasha Visser, of the University of Johannesburg, received the balance of her funding approved in 
2017, but subject to a progress report in 2018. She is making excellent progress with her taxonomic 
study of the southern African grassland species Thesium. Grassland plants are of great importance 
and Thesium has been identified as a high priority for taxonomic revision. 

In 2014, Stephen Cousins received funding from the Trust for his work aimed at restoring the 
critically endangered Swartland Shale Renosterveld in the Western Cape. An extremely talented 
young botanist, he had already produced publications describing his progress when he was 
tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident this year. Martina Treurnicht, of Stellenbosch University, 
received an award in honour of Steven to continue this work. 

 

KZN Photos (Julio Balona) 

Julio has forwarded the following recent photographs: 

  

Heniocha dyops 
Hluhluwe River Lodge, KZN 

Acraea natalica 
Golwe, KZN 

Lachocnema durbani 
Golwe, KZN 



Cape Trip (Andre Coetzer) 
 
Andre visited Cape Town and surrounding areas recently. 
 
On Friday 10 November we recorded huge numbers of Aloeides cf. pallida littoralis from near 
Hermanus. I have never actually seen such a strong A. pallida colony. I estimated over 40 
individuals flying along a track of no more than 100m. 
 

On Saturday 11 November we managed to record a few 
Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae from near Slanghoek, close to 
Worcester. There weren’t many, approximately five specimens 
seen, but the strong wind wasn’t helping to locate them either. 
 
Searches for butterflies near Sutherland was not that 
successful. We only managed to record about three very tatty 
Chrysoritis beaufortia sutherlandensis in two days of 
searching. A single Chrysoritis felthami dukei, and a single 
Chrysoritis turneri, were also found, together with a handful of 
Aloeides records for the Aloeides project. This lack of butterflies 
could either be an indication of the time of the year (perhaps too 
late in the season), or more likely this is as a result of a four year 
drought that is affecting the area. 

 
The Elandsberg near Laingsburg turned out to be a bit more 
productive, but even there the drought seems to be taking 
its toll. Mid-November is supposed to be best time for the 
area. We were targeting Thestor penningtoni, but might 
have been a bit late in the season as there was not a sign of 
any Thestor. Only two Chrysoritis adonis aridimontis 
(compared to well over 10 individuals in December 2016), 
and a single other Chrysoritis, which was so badly damaged 
that I could not identify it, were seen.   
 

On the way back to 
George we stopped at 
one of the Aloeides 
trimeni southeyae 
localities. When the latest red-listing assessments were 
conducted, the most recent accepted record dated back to 
2001. After getting permission from the landowner, we walked 
across to the locality. It took a bit of searching, but in the end 
we did manage to find a few specimens. It was hard searching, 
and for every A.trimeni there were probably 20 or 30 Aloeides 
pierus on the wing. 
 

 
  

Aloeides pallida littoralis 
Hermanus, Western Cape 

(Andre Coetzer) 

Durbaniella clarki clarki 
Elandsburg, Western Cape 

(Andre Coetzer) 

Aloeides trimeni southeyae 
George, Western Cape 

(Andre Coetzer) 



From the Irrawaddy to the Mekong (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Colleen and I met up with my son, Christopher, for a holiday in SE Asia in December / January. 
 
Myanmar – On the Road to Mandalay 
We had a great time in Myanmar, visiting Mandalay, Bagan, 
Ngapali and Yangon. Highlights included a hot-air balloon ride 
over Bagan (thousands of temples and stupas, that were 
constructed about 1000 years ago, and lazing on near-empty 
beaches at Ngapali, drinking Piña coladas (R25) from coconut 
shells... 
There is plenty of woodland left in Burma, but it’s not easy 
getting into undisturbed habitat. You can hire motorbikes for less 
than R100 per day – licences and crash helmets are not big in 
SE Asia - and Chris and I found loads of nice butterflies, such as 
the amazing Great Orange Tip (Hebomoia glaucippe). 
 
 

 
Thailand  
We spent a few days in Chaing Mai in northern Thailand, which is supposedly the place for 
butterflies in this country. It was a bit dry in December and we didn’t have great weather during our 
visit, but we still found some interesting species, such as the Gem 
(Poritia hewitsoni). 
New Years eve in Chaing Mai is hectic – I would estimate that 
there were over 100 000 Chinese Lanterns flying over the city, 
several of them descending in balls of flame… 
In addition, rockets were being launched from cracks in the busy 
pavements and several people were firing hand-held fireworks 
and setting off fire crackers. Anyway, it was a memorable evening 
and no one seemed to get killed… 
 

 
 

Blue Glassy Tiger (Tirumala limniace)  
Gnapali Beach, Myanmar 

Great Orange Tip (Hebomoia glaucippe) 
Gpapali Beach, Myanmar 

Angled Castor (Ariadne ariadne) 
Mandalay, Myanmar 

Gem (Poritia hewitsoni)  
Chaing Mai, Thailand 

Common Birdwing (Troides helena) 
Chaing Mai, Thailand 

Green Dragontail (Lamproptera 
meges)  

Chaing Mai, Thailand 



Laos 
Visiting Laos – particularly Luang Prabang – is a bit like going back 50 years in a 
time machine… 
In terms of habitat, this was the least spoiled of the three countries that we 
visited and it probably contained the highest number of butterflies. There are 
apparently plenty of unexploded American armaments in the forests, although 
these are mainly near the Vietnam border. 
Noteworthy butterflies included White Dragontail (Lamproptera curius) and Club 
Silverline (Spindasis syama). 

 
  

Club Silverline (Spindasis syama)  
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Vagrant (Vagrans egista) 
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Clipper (Parthenos sylvia)  
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Red-breast Jezabel (Delias pasithoe) 
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Spotted Blue Crow (Euploea midamus) 
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Great Mormon (Papilio memnon)  
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Wizard (Rhinopalpa polynice)  
Vang Vieng, Laos 

Jester (Symbrenthia lilea)  
Vang Vieng, Laos 

White Dragontail (Lamproptera curius) 
Vang Vieng, Laos 



Jezebel (Jeremy Dobson) 

The Jezebels (Delias) comprise a large genus of about 250 species. Their range as a whole 

extends from India to Australia and includes Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines and 

SE Asia, south of the Himalayas. The genus is thought to have its evolutionary origins in 

Australasia. 

The Delias include some of the most attractive pierids in the world, particularly with respect to their 

undersides. They are more easily seen than caught, as they tend to fly high around trees where 

their larval food plants (various species of mistletoe) grow. However they occasionally visit flowers 

and muddy patches and some species exhibit hill-topping tendencies.  

 

Some news from the Eastern Cape (Ernest Pringle) 
 

Ernest reports that the life of a farmer is not getting any easier…  

Aside from the ongoing political posturing, the Eastern Cape is experiencing a devastating 

drought; Ernest says that November – historically the month with highest average annual rainfall in 

this region – was extremely dry and this continues a trend that has been going on for several 

years. 

 

On a happier note, while Ernest was presenting at the Bedford Garden Show, held at Huntley 

Glen, a couple of ladies introduced themselves and enquired whether he was the Ernest Pringle! 

They turned out to be the daughters of Clive Quickelberge, a longstanding Life-member of LepSoc 

Africa and well known lepidopterist in KwaZulu-Natal. 

Clive – now aged 88 – is doing well apparently. 

 
LepSoc Africa Handbook  
 

LSA Council has completed the Society’s Handbook, which will be posted on 

the website shortly. 

The Handbook is a compilation of policy documents, outlining all aspects of 
LepSoc Africa’s business. The document should assist all current and future 
LSA Councillors with their duties, as well as being a useful reference manual 
for LSA members wishing to know more about the modus operandi of the 
Society. 
 
Andrew Mayer very kindly designed the cover-page. 
 

Red-spot Jezebel (Delias descombesi) 
Chaing Mai, Thailand 

Painted Jezebel (Delias hyparete)  
Gnapali Beach, Myanmar 

Red-breast Jezebel (Delias pasithoe) 
Chaing Mai, Thailand 



Fourth Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop 
 
Following the successful Workshop in Madagascar in April this year, planning is underway for the 
next expedition, which will be held in Gabon in November 2020. 
 
A First Notification and Registration Form will be circulated shortly. 
 

 
Highveld Butterfly Club  
 
The bad news is that Jan Praet has resigned as Chairman of the Highveld Butterfly Club, as he 

believes he is too busy with his day-job to do justice to the position. 

The good news is that Andre Coetzer has volunteered to take over Jan’s role; Andre is an 

outstanding replacement and I’m sure you’ll join me in wishing him loads of success (and fun) in 

his new position.  
 

Butterfly Evening  
 
The first Butterfly Evening of 2019 was held at Ruimsig Country Club, 

Roodepoort on Thursday 10 January. 

Hermann Staude continued his “meet the family” series of talks, with a 

presentation on the Saturniidae.  

 

A new species of Junonia from Guinea (Szabolcs Sáfián) 

 
During a butterfly survey in the Nimba Mountains, Guinea in May-June 

2017 Safi and his team captured a small series of a nymphalid butterfly. 

The specimens resembled the eastern-central African Ansorge's Leaf 

Butterfly (Junonia ansorgei) but with visibly more extensive metallic green 

on the upper surface, including a sub-apical patch with a characteristically 

dentated inner edge. 

 

The geographic separation from the nearest known localities of J. 

ansorgei and the morphological differences indicated that the Nimba 

population represented an undescribed taxon. Subsequent dissections of 

male genitalia and comparison of mitochondrial DNA, led to the 

description of a new species. 

 

Refer to the article in Metamorphosis.  

 

   

Junonia agnesberenyiae 
(Szabolcs Sáfián) 

 



Butterfly Index: South Africa 2018 

 
We have now completed one calendar year of the Butterfly Index and the results are, in my 

opinion, very concerning. 

 

The graph below indicates a comparison of actual data (yellow line) compared to an idealized 

“target index” (black line).  

 

• The yellow line is based on average values from Gauteng and KwaZulu Natal – the only 

provinces for which I have a full set of monthly records.  

• The black line is an idealized estimate, based partially on data from my SABCA surveys of 

ten year’s ago. The shape and amplitude of this curve are subject to correction, but I don’t 

believe it is far off. 

 

 
 
What does it mean? 

We are seeing more butterflies in winter than in summer. This seems unlikely to be a stable or 

healthy situation… 

 

On average, the Abundance Index (Ax) for the summer months is about half of what would be 

expected. This is even worse than it seems, as the index is not based on a linear scale: an Ax of 4 

for example, represents about three times as many butterflies as an Ax of 2. 

 

Conversely, we are seeing more butterflies in winter than anticipated; an index number about 50% 

greater than expected, representing about twice as many species. These are generally common 

and widespread taxa. I believe this is fairly compelling evidence that climate change is an 

important agent involved in the disappearance of our butterflies. 

 

There is probably too little data to make many more conclusions at this stage, but please try and 

contribute to the Butterfly Index. 

 

Refer to Butterfly Index under the FEATURES section, for more information.  



Southern Cape Branch launched (Dave Edge) 

Dave Edge reports that a Southern Cape branch of LSA has been launched, with the following 
founder members: 
 
Dave & Hanna Edge (Brenton); Ray Jones (Calitzdorp); Andre and Bets Kok (George); Debbie and 
Peter Lewarne (Knysna); Lettie Le Grange (Eersterivier); Graeme and Felicity Young (Plettenberg 
Bay) 
Willem and Veronica de Voogt (Knysna). 
 
An outing to Brenton-on-Sea was held on 4 November and we saw 
the Brenton Copper (Aloeides thyra orientis) as well as visiting the 
Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve to view the post fire research 
programme. On 4 December our target was Thestor brachycera 
(Knysna Skolly) and at Coney Glen we were lucky to see a big 
emergence, and also observed for the first time in the Knysna area 
Azanus ubaldus, which normally occurs further inland wherever there 
are Acacia karoo trees. 
 
Brenton Blue 
A Brenton Blue newsletter was published in November and sent to 
about 200 “Friends of the Brenton Blue”. Orachrysops niobe was not 
seen during November, unfortunately, but we are hopeful that they are 
still underground with the ants, awaiting better conditions. The reserve 
expansion agreement has been signed by the Knysna Municipality and 
CapeNature. New butterfly records for the reserve were: Actizera 
lucida (breeding on Rhyncosia) and Chilades trochylus. The change in 
the vegetation seems to have attracted these species. 
 

 
Brenton Copper 
The Brenton Copper Aloeides thyra orientis has now been recorded 
from eight properties along the Brenton peninsula but Chrysoritis 
mithras has not yet been seen (still no Bitou plants flowering). 
Negotiations are underway with the property owners to protect the 
sites where the butterflies are. 
 
 
 
 

 
Paardepoort 
The only known locality for the Bearded Skolly Thestor barbatus was visited on the Paardepoort 
Mountain north of Herold by Dave and Hanna Edge and the two colonies are still strong. A breeding 
site for Chrysoritis nigricans ssp. (may be rubrescens) was discovered and another Chrysoritis was 
seen (unable to get close enough to identify but looked like pyramus). The annual (one-man) 
programme of clearing alien trees (Hakea and pines) in the vicinity of the T. barbatus populations is 
succeeding and there are now no aliens within three hectares around the colonies. 
 
  

Southern Cape branch outing 
Hanna Edge 

Brenton Copper (Aloeides thyra 
orientis) 

Hanna Edge 

Knysna Skolly (f) 
(Thestor brachycera  brachycera) 

Willem de Voogt 



 
Hanna managed to photograph the Bearded 
Skolly (Thestor barbatus) at Paardepoort, to add 
to the few photographic records that exist for this 
species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hartenbos Heuwels 
A very large property development is planned on this 60 ha property near Hartenbos. Dave Edge 
has been appointed as the butterfly consultant. The property contains two butterflies of conservation 
concern – the Mossel Bay Brown Copper (Aloeides trimeni southeyae), and a very interesting 
population of Lepidochrysops patricia breeding on Lantana rugosa which may be a new subspecies 
(DNA samples have been submitted to Marianne Espeland). After three reports were submitted the 
developer has agreed to: set aside a three ha butterfly reserve; to implement as soon as possible 
an ecologically designed fire management programme for the Renosterveld habitat; and an urgent 
alien tree (Rooikrans) removal programme; and to fund further research on these butterflies. 
 

The Brenton Blue Newsletter for November 2018 is included as an appendix at the end of this 

newsletter   

Thestor barbatus  
Hanna Edge  

 

Thestor barbatus (upper) 
Hanna Edge  

 



Zulu Rock Nature Reserve (Steve Woodhall) 
 
Steve accompanied David Allan (Durban Museum curator and ornithologist) and his family to Zulu 
Rock in Babanango Nature Reserve from 30 November to 2 December 2018.  
This is his report - I’ve added some pictures from Steve’s photographic collection … 

 
We started off on Friday with a general drive around the reserve with Nosi. We made several 
records along this drive, such as the Pirate, the Meadow Whites and the Dark-webbed Ringlets. 
 
Catacroptera cloanthe (Pirate) is a low density species of medium to high altitude grassland, 
whose host plants include Chaetacanthus setiger (Fairy Stars). On the reserve, the most abundant 
small Acanthaceae appears to be Chaetacanthus burchelli, and it is widespread. Catacroptera 
cloanthe was not observed frequenting this, but Zizula hylax, the Gaika Blue or Tiny Grass Blue, 
was found to be common all over the reserve and was always close to this plant. Zizula hylax is 
well known to use Acanthaceae as host plants, so it's probably safe to assume that is what it is 
using. 
 

Pontia helice (Common Meadow White) is also a common and 
widespread grassland butterfly. It was found all over the reserve. 
Its host plant, Lepidum capense (Pepper-cress) is abundant in 
the reserve. Broad-bordered Grass-yellow (Eurema brigitta 
brigitta) was commonly found in the grasslands, but its usual 
host plant, Chamaecrista mimosoides, was not seen. The 
alternative host plant, Hypericum aethiopicum, was present but 
uncommon. 
 
Physcaeneura panda (Dark-webbed Ringlet) is a butterfly of 
grasslands – its larva has been reared on cultivated grasses but 
its actual wild hostplant is unknown. It has a patchy distribution, 

occurring from low altitude at Manguzi Forest to the Highveld. It was found commonly at Zulu Rock 
Lodge, which was a pleasant surprise. It's one of the most beautifully marked Satyrinae and is a 
favourite with butterfly watchers.  
 
We went to the top of the hill designated ZRL19 in the species list. This was at about 13:10, and 
we could see that this was an active 'hilltop' for butterflies. Prominent land features such as hilltops 
attract the males of low density species, which engage in 'lekking' behaviour. This involves circling 
the hilltop, perching on prominent rocks, trees and bushes, and confronting and chasing other 
butterflies – usually males of the same species, but often others too. Hilltops are good sampling 
spots.  
 
Several common species were patrolling the hilltop, including 
butterflies like Papilio demodocus demodocus (Citrus 
Swallowtail), Precis octavia sesamus f. natalensis (Gaudy 
Commodore), P. archesia f. archesia (Garden Inspector) and 
Vanessa cardui (Painted Lady). There was one Eastern or 
Common Scarlet (Axiocerses tjoane) and a few African Jokers 
(Byblia acheloia anvatara). A solitary Wandering Donkey Acraea 
(Acraea neobule neobule) was hilltopping among a group of 6 to 
8 Light Red Acraea (Acraea nohara nohara). This latter is not a 
common hilltopper, most often being seen in small numbers near 
the host plant, Basananthe sandersonii. A female was found 
ovipositing on this plant on the slope below the hilltop. 
 

Dark-webbed Ringlet  
Physcaeneura panda 

 

Gaudy Commodore 
Precis octavia sesamus 

 



A single male Patrician Blue (Lepidochrysops patricia) circled the 
hilltop once before disappearing. Pea Blue (Lampides boeticus), 
a very common butterfly, was found on the hilltop. Less common 
species such as Millar's Hairtail (Anthene millari) and Mocker 
Bronze (Cacyreus virilis) were also seen there. 
 
Occasional specimens of Vine-leaf Vagrant (Eronia cleodora) 
were seen in the more thickly wooded areas. This is a sign that its 
host plant Capparis sepiaria is found in the area, but no plants 
were seen. In fact, caper family feeding Pieridae were very 
scarce – one solitary female Red Tip (Colotis antevippe gavisa) 
was found near ZRL19. 
 
There were many plants of Xysmalobium spp. growing in the veld. These are known host plants of 
Danaus chrysippus orientis (African Monarch) but only one specimen was seen.  
 
Scabiosa columbaria (Wild Scabious) was very common in the veld and was being used as a 
nectar source.  
 
Skippers (Hesperiidae) were rare – we only saw a single male Small Marbled Elf (Eretis umbra 
umbra). Some Policemen (Coeliades spp) were seen hilltopping at dusk near the lodge. One was 
netted and found to be Two-pip Policeman (Coeliades pisistratus). 
 
In general, the area appeared to have recently come out of an 
extensive drought, which may explain the relative scarcity of 
butterflies. Normally, veld of this kind would be expected to 
produce at least 50 to 60 species. However, the grassveld 
appeared depauperate in the forbs and herbs used by many 
butterflies in these areas. The only Lamiaceae in evidence was a 
small unidentified Salvia sp., and there was no Ocimum canum 
or O. obovatum in evidence – small herbs that are used by 
several widespread species of 'blue' butterflies (Lycaenidae). 
Likewise, searches of rocky areas turned up no Lantana rugosa, 
another good lycaenid host plant, used by Patrician Blue among 
others. 
 
The 'BV Guide Main' document refers to past overgrazing of the farms that made up this reserve, 
but also states that the veld has recovered through good management. Further surveys of the 
broader Babanango Nature Reserve would be valuable to ascertain the area's true lepidopteran 
biodiversity. 
 

  

Vine-leaf Vagrant 
Eronia cleodora 

 

Two-pip Policeman  
Coeliades pisistratus 

 



Verloren Valei (Jeremy Dobson) 

 
At the request of James van den Heever of 
Friends of Verloren Valei, LepSoc Africa 
undertook a butterfly walk-and-talk at Verloren 
Valei, near Dullstroom on Saturday 8 
December. 
 
Andre Coetzer unfortunately had to cancel at 
the last moment, but Peter Webb kindly filled in 
for him and we had a nice day at this wonderful, 
high altitude wetland. 
 
Despite the rather dubious looking weather 
forecast, we were joined by a small but select 
group of five enthusiastic butterfly watchers. 
Verloren Valei was not at its best – like much of 
the country it was unusually dry for the time of year – but we managed to record 18 species, 
including the two butterflies that are endemic to the reserve: Warren’s Blue (Orachrysops warreni) 
and Clark’s Lost Widow (Serradinga clarki amissivallis). 
 

Abundance Index: 3 (Average) 

 
Conventional wisdom has it that the Aloeides from Verloren Valei are Tite’s Copper (Aloeides titei), 

but to me they look very similar to Rossouw’s Copper (Aloeides rossouwi) from Dindela. What do 

you think? In any case, I’ve submitted DNA samples of both these butterflies to the BED / Aloeides 

Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permits  
 

Kevin Cockburn has been actively engaging Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and arranged and participated 

in a meeting at their headquarters in Pietermaritzburg. He had a very productive discussion with 

Adrian Armstrong (Scientific Services) and Jenny Longmore (Conservation Planning Division). 

KZN are keen for LepSoc Africa to partner with them at an official level, and would like us to 

develop and sign an MOU with Ezemvelo on Research and Conservation.  

 

Our agreement with CapeNature expired at the end of last year. Ernst Baardt of CapeNature has 

summarized the new agreement with LSA and CN as follows: 

 

Aloeides titei 
Verloren Valei, Mpumalanga 

Aloeides rossouwi 
Dindela, Limpopo 



CapeNature will accept applications to collect biological material from LepSoc members who 

submit a complete application via our online e-permit system, and process it accordingly. 

A complete application will comprise: 

A completed application form with all sections completed, including a short description of the 

research topic (where relevant)  

Application form to be signed by a) the applicant and b) the relevant provincial Chairperson of 

LepSoc or the LepSoc Permit Officer, who will validate membership (note: no signature of head of 

a tertiary institution required). 

Application form to indicate at least the applicant’s taxonomic interest, geographical area of 

interest and how much material to be collected (please avoid the use of “Whole of Western Cape”, 

“Unlimited”, “All taxa”). Also, an indication of what methods and equipment are to be used must be 

provided. 

An application fee is not applicable. 

A complete application form will allow CapeNature to process the application and issue the permit 

in the shortest possible time. The permit will be valid for one (1) year (see below), will contain 

certain Standard and Special Conditions that need to be complied with and can be renewed upon 

expiry. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: if an applicant specifically wants/needs to collect material from CapeNature-

managed protected areas, this will affect the turn-around time, since we would need to liaise with 

our colleagues in Conservation Management and Scientific Services first. 

Also, any member who wishes to enter a protected area for collection purposes, must have 

his/her valid permit on his/her person and must announce him/herself to the protected area 

manager to avoid being apprehended unnecessarily.  

Should LepSoc still be in a position to collate distribution data on an annual basis for submission 

to CapeNature, through members submitting their collection data internally to LepSoc, this will 

further enhance the relationship and contribute to conservation. 

CapeNature will implement this protocol from 1 January 2019 to allow LepSoc to engage with 

members and encourage everybody to apply for permits. 

Applications for specific time periods must be indicated as such, otherwise, as suggested, permits 

can be applied for a year period starting 1 July each year to 30 June the next year, to coincide with 

flight times, data collation and submission of data and other reports as required (see para 3 

above). Any applications received before then, will be processed regardless. 

 

It is hoped that this protocol will assist both parties to exercise their respective mandates 

(regulatory, scientific, etc.) in a mutually respected and recognised way to promote research and 

the conservation of this important part of our natural heritage. 

Kind regards 

Ernst Baard 

 

Forest Queen (Clive Curtis) 
 

This photo by Clive Curtis is time-barred from the photographic 

completion, but I thought I had to include it somewhere. 

 

  
Forest Queen (Charaxes wakefieldi) 

Clive Curtis 



KZN Holiday (Jeremy Dobson) 

 

I visited Leisure Bay (and localities in this area) in early 

November. Not much was flying, although I saw a few Ketsi 

Blues (Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula) and Coastal 

Rocksitters (Durbania amakosa albescens) near Izingolweni and 

Bush Kite Swallowtails (Papilio euphranor) were present at Ingeli 

Forest near Kokstad; there were a couple of Mooi River Opal 

(Chrysoritis lycegenes) in the adjacent grassland.  

There was nothing at Oribi and very little of note at Umtamvuna 

(Beacon Hill), apart from a couple of Rainforest Acraea (Acraea 

boopis boopis). The Porcupine (Ingungumbane) Trail at Beacon Hill, is one of my favourite walks 

anywhere in the country. Sadly, KZN park-management seems to be in very bad shape at the 

moment; there was no one on duty at many of the KZN trails and several paths were overgrown, 

badly eroded, or contained old and weathered signage; I saw a solitary Yellow-banded evening 

Brown (Gnophodes betsimena diversa) at Old Pont. 

After our time at the coast, we headed for the Drakensberg. We visited Bushman’s Nek – I haven’t 

seen anything of note at this locality for a few years and this time was no different. There were a 

couple of Pennington’s Coppers (Aloeides penningtoni) – little else. 

We stayed a few nights at the Witsieshoek Mountain Lodge, which I can highly recommend. 

Bowker’s Widow (Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri) was flying in large numbers as was Gaika Brown 

(Pseudonympha gaika) on top of the Amphitheatre. There is an interesting Orachrysops in the 

Mahai valley, which was fairly common, although it is very localized. 

  

Acraea aganice aganice 
Izingolweni, KZN 

Chrysoritis lycegenes 
Ingeli, KZN 

Durbania amakosa albescens 
Izingolweni, KZN 

Belenois thysa thysa 
Izingolweni, KZN 

Gnophodes betsimena diversa 
Old Pont, KZN 

Metisella malgacha orina 
The Sentenel, KZN 

Orachrysops montanus (?) 
Mahai Valley, KZN 



BOOKS  

 

LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 

LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

 

 

 

  

http://lepsocafrica.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Highveld Butterfly Club Year-starting Braai 
 
The traditional LSA year-starting braai will be held at Hermann Staude’s farm on Sunday 10 Feb. 
This is a longstanding and popular event in the local butterfly calendar and gives LepSoc Africa 
members a chance to catch up on news and to share stories from the December break. 
 
Please contact Andre Coetzer (andre@neutedop.co.za) or Hermann (hermann@busmark.co.za) 
should you wish to attend – this will be a bring-and-braai; the Highveld Butterfly Club will lay on a 
few salads and bread rolls and Hermann will provide the fire. Don’t forget to bring camping chairs, 
sunblock, butterfly nets and cameras – you can pitch up any time after 9h30. 
 
A Google image of Hermann’s farm is attached below (26° 1'37.59"S  27°32'37.06"E) 
 

 
 

Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 14 March; 18h30 for 19h00. 
 
This will continue Hermann’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa members to 
the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
The cost is R170 per person (the cost has risen as Hermann is no longer subsidizing the event), 
which includes dinner. Even at the new price, these evenings are great and should not be missed! 
 
Butterfly Evenings are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, on the 2nd Thursday of every 
2nd month – please diarize! 

 
 

mailto:andre@neutedop.co.za
mailto:hermann@busmark.co.za


COLLECTORS CORNER 

John White wishes to sell his collection: Please contact John at 
jandfwhite@y.co.za or 082 443 7779 if you are interested. 
 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
 
Owen Garvie has the following list of books for sale: 
 

BUTTERFLY BOOKS FOR 
SALE                                                                                                                                                                    

PRICE 

South African Red Data Book- Butterflies. South African National Scientific Programmes Report No. 158. by 
Stephen F. Henning and Graham A. Henning (1989), 175pp 

R300 

Classification and Checklist of species of Lepidoptera recorded in Southern Africa. by L.Vari, D.M. Kroon 
(2002), 384pp 

R250 

South African Red Data Book- butterflies. SANBI Biodiversity Series 13. by G. A. Henning, R.F. Terblanche 
and J.B. Ball (Editors) (2009), 158pp. 

R350 

Conservation Assessment of Butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: Red List and Atlas. Edited 
by: S. Mecenero, J.B. Ball, D.A. Edge, M.L. Hamer, G.A. Henning, M. Kruger, E.L. L. Pringle, R.F. 
Terblanche and M.C. Williams (2013) 676pp 

R750 

 
The books can be viewed by appointment at his home address - Unit 794  Quinta Do Lago, 
8  Elnita Ave, Northwold, Randburg, Gauteng, South Africa.   
 

 

mailto:jandfwhite@y.co.za
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com


FEATURES 
 
Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

SPOILT FOR CHOICE 

The ‘black’ Charaxes complex, in which the males are mostly black on the upper-side, comprises about 60 
species. All of the species are sexually dimorphic and most have monomorphic males and females. 
However, in a few species the females are polymorphic, with more than half a dozen distinct female 
morphs. The males of these species appear to be ‘spoilt for choice’ but no research has been done to see if 
males prefer a particular female form. Below are the male and six female forms of Charaxes chepalungu. 
The images are of specimens housed in the African Butterfly Research Institute (ABRI), Nairobi.  
 
 

 
 
 

           
 
 
 

            
 

 

  



Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 

 
We have now completed a calendar year of the Butterfly Index and the results are summarized 

below. 

To recap, I don’t require lists from you (although I’m 

happy to receive these and will ensure that they are 

submitted to Lepibase on your behalf), but merely the 

number of species recorded from a single area in a 

single day; as a new measure, I’ll include a category for 

“superficial” records. If you spent less than two hours in 

the field, or are submitting observation-records from 

flowers surrounding a farm or from a suburban garden, 

please indicate this: I’ll – rather arbitrarily – multiply the 

number received by 1.5. 

I’ve included Southern Cape as a Province, as this is a way of including a year-round rainfall 

region into the figures. 

A reminder that Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of capturing lists while you are in 

the field. 

 

 

 

 

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 

represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the top table: 

Ax = (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >56 >40 >28 >20 >20 >40

4 Good 52 to 80 37 to 56 26 to 40 19 to 28 13 to 20 13 to 20 26 to 40

3 Average 29 to 51 20 to 36 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 15 to 25

2 Poor 11 to 28 8 to 19 6 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 6 to 14

1 Very Poor ≤10 ≤7 ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤5

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX

100%

70%

50%

35%

25%

25%

50%

Factor

Arid Savanna (A.S.)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane Forest (A.F.)

Biome

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.)

Highveld Savanna (H.S.)

Highveld Grassland (H.G.)



Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between 1 and 5 (Lesotho and Swaziland are included 

as Provinces) 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a Province, the highest rating 

will be used.  

 

Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

 

 

Data – November and December: 

 

 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2018: 

 

  

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3 20 Suikerbosrand H.G. Jeremy Dobson 3 25 WSBG H.G. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 2 28 Beacon Hill L.S. Jeremy Dobson 3 42 Harald Johnson L.S. Steve Woodhall

Limpopo 0 4 38 Soetdoring H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Mpumalanga 3 26 KwaMhlanga H.S. Jeremy Dobson 3 18 Verloren Valei H.G. Jeremy Dobson

Western Cape 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 3 9 B. B.  Reserve F Dave Edge 0

North West 0 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2018

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 2 2 2 3 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 3

KwaZulu-Natal 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 4 4 2 2 3

Limpopo 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4

Mpumalanga 2 3 4 0 4 0 0 3 5 2 3 3

Western Cape 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 3 0

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 4 3 2 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0

North West 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 0 0

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

Lesotho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2018 - SUMMARY



Graph of Butterfly Index Data – 2018 

 

 

 

Proposed Regional Target Indices 

The graph below indicates the proposed Target Lines of butterfly abundance, for Summer Rainfall, 

Winter Rainfall and Year-round rainfall regions; please feel free to comment. 
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TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 

ZULULAND SELDOM DISAPPOINTS!  
Steve Woodhall 
 
On 14 Dec 1991, Alf Curle, his son Martin and I set off for Zululand to see what was on the wing. 
We set off early in the morning in Alf's Toyota Hilux Double Cab 4-wd, laden with all necessary 
gear. This proved to be a superb safari vehicle. It is as roomy as a road car inside, and has all the 
mod. cons., and cruises happily at 120 kph all day. Off the road it is a true "go anywhere" device, 
and this allowed us to explore some of the more remote areas of Manguzi Forest.  
We stopped off at Alf's brother Neville's house in Vryheid, which he had kindly allowed us to use 
as a base. Then we headed south via Melmoth to Eshowe. On the way we noted the prominent hill 
in the bushveld on the left hand side of the road, just before the road drops down to Eshowe. It 
has a big crucifix on a plinth at its summit, and is the haunt of Iolaus diametra natalica Vari. A big 
thanks to Chris Ficq for very precise directions! We decided to spend the day at the Mpushini Falls 
outside Eshowe, and return to this hill in the late afternoon to search for larvae.  
Mpushini Falls is a spot I had discovered a few years earlier as a good locality for all the forest 
species of Eshowe. It is a little way outside the town, on the road which goes past the police 
station. The falls form a series of cataracts on the Matigulu river, which flows down a steep, forest-
filled gully in the escarpment there. The sides of the gully are too steep for the cultivation of sugar 
cane or gum trees, so its forest has escaped the fate of many of those in the area. There is a small 
car park and picnic area at the summit of the falls, as it is a popular local beauty spot. A tortuous 
path follows the river, sometimes falling right down to the water's edge, sometimes rising high up 
the gully sides. This allows good access to various habitats; from the wet riverine margins to the 
high canopy. When we first reached the spot, at about 1030 hrs, not much was on the wing. We 
hung a couple of traps and set off downriver.  
As the day warmed up, we were struck by the large numbers of Lachnoptera ayresii Trimen that 
were flying in the dense undergrowth. Rawsonia lucida Harvey & Sander is one of the commonest 
understory plants in this forest. Not only L. ayresii but also Cymothoe coranus Grose-Smith, 1889, 
and Acraea cerasa cerasa Hewitson, feed on this plant. Consequently, these species are all 
abundant at Mpushini. On this day, C. coranus was just coming onto the wing as evidenced by the 
few fresh males and single female we saw A. cerasa cerasa was not flying. In my experience this 
insect is found later in summer, from February to May. As we walked down the path, taking care 
not to slip on the wet, algae-covered rocks, an excited Alf, who had walked on ahead of me whilst I 
watched some L. ayresii, came to show me a perfect pair of Pseudacraea eurytus imitator 
(Trimen), that he had caught in copula. We went back to the spot where he had caught them, 
which proved to be a large specimen of Bequaertiodendron natalense (Sonder) which is a food 
plant of the butterfly. Occasional specimens were flying around this tree, including another female 
which unfortunately refused to start ovipositing for us! She was netted, as this was my first ever 
female specimen of P. eurytus imitator. A few more males were taken and one more female was 
kept alive for an attempt at captive breeding. Sadly this failed. Needless to say this success 
buoyed us up considerably.  
We set off further down the river in happy anticipation. We were not disappointed. A few 
specimens of Mylothris trimenia Butler, were seen, and great joy for me was a female 
Hypolycaena buxtoni buxtoni Hewitson, flying around a bush of Clerodendron glabrum E. Meyer. 
She looked as if she was going to lay eggs, which would have allowed me to rear the species 
through. However, she decided against it and flew into the canopy. A few minutes later, another, 
less fresh female descended to the same bush and circled it just like the previous specimen. This 
one also failed to lay any eggs, preferring to feed on some small purple flowers at the water's 
edge. I netted her as she was my first reasonable female specimen of H. buxtoni buxtoni. A short 
way further downstream we spotted a female Graphium leonidas leonidas (Fabricius) ovipositing 
on Artabotrys monteiroae Oliver. A few eggs were taken, but it was impossible to take enough of 
the foodplant to last the larvae through to pupation. Happily, when the eggs hatched one larva was 
persuaded to switch to Uvaria caffra E. Meyer ex Sander.  



Finally we reached the point where the river crosses a cane cutters' road, which if one follows up 
the hill for a short distance to the right (facing downstream) leads to a steep path between the 
forest and the cane. This path leads eventually back to the car park. The river goes under a bridge 
in a large clearing, which is normally a good spot for A. cerasa cerasa, but today none were flying.  
We set off up the steep forest path, which eventually brought us to a point overlooking the river 
gorge. Here there was the most glorious view of the forest canopy, and a lot of Xylotheca 
kraussiana Hochst, around which were flying male Acraea petraea Boisduval. Unfortunately no 
females were available for breeding - the species was just starting its flight period and it appears 
that the males are the first to emerge. It was at this spot that we had a shock. A medium-sized 
Charaxes flew over us, too high to be netted. It was black with a yellow transverse band on each 
wing, and too small to be C. castor flavifasciatus Butler. Could it have been C. etesipe tavetensis 
Rothschild? We will never know, because time was marching on and we wanted to have a look for 
Iolaus larvae on the way back. At the same spot a beautiful female Charaxes ethalion ethalion 
(Boisduval) f. rosae Butler settled on a twig in front of us. We hardly had time to react before she 
flew tantalizingly back into the canopy, which at this spot is largely made up of Albizia adianthifolia 
(Schumacher), the foodplant. We made a mental note to hang traps here on our next visit to the 
falls. When we returned to the traps we found that a few Charaxes had taken residence in them, 
namely C. druceanus cinadon Hewitson, (males), C. cithaeron cithaeron C.& R. Felder, (females), 
and C. brutus natalensis Staudinger, (males). The females were taken alive for captive breeding.  
On the journey back we stopped at the hill with the cross and asked the farmer's wife for 
permission to collect. This was granted, so we set off up the hill in the late afternoon sunlight. It 
was very hot, and we worked up quite a sweat! We found the mistletoe Actinianthella wyliei 
(Sprague) without any trouble, it has similar but smaller flowers to the foodplant of lolaus alienus 
alienus (Trimen), Tapinanthus natalitius. The larvae of I. diametra natalica were another kettle of 
fish! After much searching, we found a bright yellow fourth instar larva. Two hours' more eye-
straining search brought six more larvae in all instars from first to fifth, and three (all infertile, as it 
turned out) eggs. This is not the easiest insect to find! I saw an adult female flitting around inside a 
mistletoe clump, she laid an egg but strangely this failed to hatch.  
The next day saw us up with the lark to drive to Manguzi to try our luck there. Our spirits were high 
because of the beautiful bright day. As we drove across the Jozini dam wall, we could see that it 
was beginning to get a little cloudy. Also, just about every cow in Tongaland was using the road as 
a place to chew its cud! On the way from the lngwavuma T-junction towards Manguzi, we stopped 
at a dirt road leading north along the fence of the Tembe Elephant reserve. We followed this for a 
short distance before turning left, away from the fence, into some thick bush. This spot was very 
reminiscent of the "Makathini Flats" spot many of us are familiar with - huge mature Acacia 
woodland interspersed with clearings which are lightly wooded with Terminalia sericea Burch. ex 
DC. At the time of our visit not a lot was on the wing - Graphium colonna (Ward) and G. porthaon 
porthaon (Hewitson), both species found also at Makathini, were present in small numbers. We 
hung a couple of traps in the hope of getting Charaxes etesipe tavetensis Rothschild, and pressed 
on towards Manguzi.  
When we reached the usual Manguzi spot, a few kms short of the hospital, I slowed down to stop, 
but Alf urged me on. We eventually turned left off the road towards the school, taking an 
immediate left turn again down a good sand road which forked to the left again just before 
reaching the school. To my surprise this led us back into the Manguzi forest, but not at my usual 
collecting spot. This new spot follows the road through the heart of the thickest part of the forest, 
and eventually we parked under some old mango trees and started to hang traps. Butterflies were 
not abundant (at least not by Manguzi standards) and the traps failed to attract much, only C. 
ethalion and C. cithaeron being seen. There were a few Acraea acrita acrita Hewitson, on the 
wing, and surprisingly a Papilio constantinus constantinus Ward, fell to my net. Lycaenids were 
uncommon along the forest edge, with Anthene kersteni (Gerstaecker) and A. lemnos lemnos 
(Hewitson) being the only ones seen.  
By this time the clouds had lifted and it started to get seriously hot. I got a little bored with trudging 
hopefully along the forest margin and decided to try my luck along the road which led straight 
through one of the thickest (and coolest!) patches of forest. As I entered the green gloom, the first 
butterflies I noticed were large numbers of Amauris ochlea ochlea (Boisduval), both sexes, flying 



in the understory. Papilio dardanus cenea (Stoll) was also much commoner inside the forest than 
along its edges. The tiny pierid Leptosia alcesta inalcesta Bernardi, was also abundant, its fairy-
like flight along the forest floor an enchanting sight. Euphaedra neophron neophron (Hopffer) was 
also seen in this shady spot, but in small numbers. I then noticed a small buff insect fluttering 
weakly through a ray of sunlight and my heart leaped - could this be a Teriomima zuluana van 
Son, at last? I had to chase it into a small clearing by the roadside to catch it, and was dismayed 
to find that it was Baliochila aslauga Trimen - only my third ever specimen! And then I noticed 
something small and white, slowly opening and closing its wings as it sat on a small twig by my 
foot. At first I thought it was only another L. alcesta but then I did a double-take! Ornitholidotos 
peucetia penningtoni (Riley)! No sooner was she in my net than I saw another perching on the 
opposite side of the clearing. There followed about 30 minutes of determined bushwhacking, but 
no more specimens came to light. The same clearing was also home to a good number of another 
pentiline, Pentila tropicalis tropicalis (Boisduval). There was plenty of tree lichen about but I could 
see no sign of females ovipositing.  
I hotfooted it back to the truck to find a somewhat despondent Alf, who had had hopes of a better 
haul of Charaxes. He was amazed at my lucky find, and we immediately returned to embark on 
some really intense searching. Just when we thought we were out of luck, young Martin came up 
to us and pointed to something in his net, asking "what's this?" We both looked and a happy cry of 
"He's got one!" rent the air. I seem to be fated to visit Manguzi with youngsters who come up to me 
with a net containing a rare Lycaenid asking "what's this?" - Andrew Upshon once did it to me with 
a T. zuluana! Dear old David Swanepoel would at least be pleased that they didn't ask "what was 
that?"! Another half an hour of hunting resulted in another O. peucetia penningtoni, Alf being the 
lucky one this time. We saw another, but that one shot into the thick undergrowth and sat tight. All 
the specimens we had taken were fresh and we speculated that if we had been a week later we 
may have found them in the kind of numbers that O. peucetia peucetia (Hewitson) has been found 
in Malawi. The butterfly is obviously a denizen of the thickest forest understory like P. tropicalis, 
and the solitary specimen I had taken on the forest edge in December 1989 was evidently a stray.  
Now we have a well-documented locality, and another visit later in December would be worthwhile 
to attempt to discover the life history. By this time it was getting late, so we set off back to Vryheid. 
The traps at Tembe had not produced anything, but we were smiling anyway!  
The next day dawned quite cloudy, so we cancelled a plan to head back into the lowveld and 
decided rather to explore some interesting hills that Alf had found along the road to Wakkerstroom 
via Utrecht. We were dodging clouds as we drove up into the Balelesberg, and we stopped for a 
while on an interesting hillside dotted with rocks, in the hope of finding rocksitters. In this we failed, 
the hillside producing a few Aloeides natalensis Tite & Dickson, and lots of Stygionympha 
wichgraphi wichgraphi van Son. A single Thestor basutus basutus (Wallengren) was also taken.  
We pushed on to our main destination; a hillside at a place called Groenvlei where earlier in the 
year, Alf had discovered the second locality for Dingana alaedeus Henning G.A. & S.F. We found 
an interesting Orachrysops flying on the slopes, which will require Graham Henning's expert eye to 
identify. On the summit of the hill there was a colony of Aloeides consisting of two species, a very 
large and well-marked A. titei and a bright orange form of what looked like A. henningi Tite & 
Dickson.  
Unfortunately our collecting at this spot was curtailed. A big thunderstorm suddenly blew up from 
the south-east in a manner which will be well-known to all who have collected in the 
Wakkerstroom area! We beat it off the mountain quickly to avoid a soaking·or worse. We drove 
back to the Reef via Amersfoort and Morgenzon, constantly being chased by rain. We stopped at 
Vaalkop, near Morgenzon to look for the Aloeides and Poecilmitis taxa that fly there, but the sun 
was definitely NOT going to come out. Seemingly, the weather had decided that we'd had our 
share of luck for the weekend. Martin at least found some larvae of the saturnid Gonimbrasia 
tyrrhea tyrrhea (Cramer) feeding on a Diopyros there, so we did not leave empty handed. All in all 
it was a successful trip, proving that Zululand seldom disappoints! Thanks are due to Alf Curle for 
providing the transport and Neville Curle for the accommodation.   
 
1992, Metamorphosis Volume 3, Issue 1: 21 - 24 
 



CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za/).  
 
1940! Yes, 1940!! That's 78 years ago!!! Until two days ago, the last time this butterfly had been 
recorded in the Grahamstown grid cell, was 25 September 1940. 
 
Mark Liptrot recorded the Uitenhage Sylph (Tsitana uitenhaga) 
here on Sunday, 18 November 2018 (full details at 
http://vmus.adu.org.za/?vm=LepiMAP-662552) 
 
This illustrates the importance of "refreshing" old records. When a 
species was last recorded 78 years ago, we are justified in having 
doubts as to whether it still persists at a place.  
 
Thanks to Fanie Rautenbach, who does the IDs of butterflies for 
LepiMAP, for alerting us to this awesome record. Thank you, Mark 
Liptrot, for faithfully uploading records to LepiMAP, and other 
sections of the Virtual Museum. 
 
"Marvellous moths are a massive challenge: a selection  from the Virtual Museum in 2018." We 
asked Quartus Grobler, LepiMAP expert panel member, to select some of his favourites from 
2018,the ones that were most memorable to identify. This blog is the result:  
http://thebdi.org/blog/2019/01/08/marvelous-moths-are-a-massive-challenge-a-selection-from-the-
virtual-museum-in-2018/ 
 
Please refer to the following link, to see examples of the valuable contributions being made to the 
Virtual Museum. http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/ 
 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
A key aim of the BED project is to obtain representatives of all genera found in South Africa. BED 
is also going to have an important role to play in the Aloeides Project. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 
Samples have been sent to Berkley in California – sequencing is going well on that side. It is 
hoped to have a genus-level phylogeny for South African butterflies by the end of 2018 / early 
2019; please try and get samples for the bulk of the “missing” 52 genera (below)! 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://vmus.adu.org.za/?vm=LepiMAP-662552
http://thebdi.org/blog/2019/01/08/marvelous-moths-are-a-massive-challenge-a-selection-from-the-virtual-museum-in-2018/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2019/01/08/marvelous-moths-are-a-massive-challenge-a-selection-from-the-virtual-museum-in-2018/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/


 
Abantis; Acada; Acleros; Andronymus; Aphnaeus; Artitropa; Aslauga; Astictopterus; 
Baliochila; Brephidium; Caprona; Chloroselas; Coenyra; Coenyropsis; Colias; Cupidopsis; 
Cyrestis; Deloneura; Durbaniella; Durbaniopsis; Eagris; Erikssonia; Euphaedra; Euryphura; 
Fresna; Gnophodes; Hemiolaus; Lachnocnema; Lycaena; Melampias; Moltena; Myrina; 
Neita; Ornipholidotos; Parnara; Phasis; Physcaeneura; Pieris; Platylesches; Pontia; 
Pseudonacaduba; Pyrrhiades; Stugeta; Teriomima; Tirumala; Torynesis; Trimenia; Tsitana; 
Uranothauma; Zenonia; Zophopetes 
 

I have submitted samples (legs from set specimens) for all the genera listed above, but until DNA 
sequences have been successfully obtained, please focus on these. 
 
 

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
To date, caterpillars of nearly 2000 species have been reared by the CRG; this includes over 500 
new life histories  
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  
 
 

COREL 
 
We are busy restructuring COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). 
 
Dave Edge, who has been managing the project since its inception, believes that it has grown too 
large for him to control in isolation and has suggested that it be broken down into regional 
sections.  
One of the problems is that, subsequent to SALCA, the number of Endangered and Critically 
Endangered South African butterflies has risen to 58… 
 
He has proposed seven regional leaders, as follows: Andrew Morton (Western Cape and Northern 
Cape – 19 taxa), Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal – 6 taxa), Dave Edge (Southern Cape – 11 
taxa), Andre Coetzer (Limpopo – 8 taxa), James Lawrence (Mpumalanga – 8 taxa), Jan Praet 
(Gauteng and Free State – 4 taxa) and Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape – 2 taxa).  
My role is to coordinate the efforts of the regional representatives. 
 
There is a lot of work to do in this vital undertaking; if you would like to assist in any capacity, 
please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com


Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Mark Williams has very kindly offered to process the backlog of samples that were lying in my 
deepfreeze. Hopefully, the paperwork for the Aloeides Project will be fully up to date by March’s 
newsletter, in which I will include a full summary of progress to date. 

The project aims to be the largest and most comprehensive research project ever undertaken on 
this genus. The initiative will run in conjunction with Jonathan Colville’s BED (Butterfly Evolutionary 
Diversity) Project and will make use of BED’s DNA sequencing team, led by Professor Rauri 
Bowie at the University of California, Berkeley. The first phase of the project is the creation of a 
high-resolution phylogeny of the Aloeides genus. The initial deadline was the end of the 2018-
2019 season (in parallel with BED), but this has been extended by a further season: it is 
anticipated that the initiative will continue indefinitely.  

The cost of the laboratory work has been covered by grants 
provided by SANBI and others; as noted, BED is programmed to 
be completed this season, but Jonathan is confident that further 
sponsorship will be forthcoming and that we will have access to 
Rauri’s laboratory facilities for some time to come. LepSoc Africa 
is also going to look for potential sponsors. Nonetheless, there is 
some urgency to obtain samples and to process the associated 
DNA sequences. Please try and contribute to the project this 
season! 

The initial focus is data collection: everyone is encouraged to 
catch a few Aloeides specimens, whenever they encounter them 
in the field. Do not worry about taxonomy at this stage - we will 
work on the premise that each and every colony of Aloeides may 
represent a new taxon. As the genus is so widespread, there 
should be representatives of Aloeides wherever you live in the 
southern parts of Africa. 

Ideally a male and female specimen should be collected from 
each and every colony encountered in the field (more specimens 
if there appears to be morphological variability within the colony). 
To assist with future taxonomic work, specimens should be as 
fresh as possible. As soon as practical, remove all six legs from 
the specimens, put these in a vial filled with preservative and 
place it in your deep freeze. I will collect your samples on a 
regular basis and courier these to Jonathan, along with any 
other BED samples, on your behalf.  

Number each sample with your initials and a sequential three-digit number; my first BED sample is 
JCD-001 for example). This number should be written on a small piece of paper - in pencil (ink can 
disappear in the preservative!) - and placed in the vial with the legs. The specimen itself will be 
set, with the same BED number recorded on the specimen data label. Ideally, I’d like to retain 
these specimens at my home, as part of the reference collection, but if anyone wishes to keep the 
specimens in their own collection I’ve no problem with this; the specimens ultimately belong to the 
person who collected them in any case.  



Whole-body samples may also be submitted, but only do this if 
you are 100% sure that the specimen represents the same 
species as other butterflies in the colony: set specimens, with 
their legs submitted to BED is the preferred method.  

In addition to collecting specimens, please try and make other 
observations while you are at the site. Photographs of the 
habitat at the locality should be taken and, if possible, records of 
host plants and host ants noted. All records will be captured in 

the Aloeides Project database, which has already been set up and generates specimen data-
labels and A4 data sheets – one per record. A key component of the database will be high quality 
photographs of the upper-side and underside of each specimen. The photos are especially 
important in cases where the specimens are not retained in the central reference collection. For 
comparison purposes, images will be at twice life-size scale in the reports generated by the 
database and it is hoped that we will ultimately compile at least 1000 data sheets, containing 
representatives of all currently listed taxa. Once the information is available, C01 Barcodes will be 
added to the database, along with a link to any other DNA information that is obtained.  
 
 

In order to anchor the future taxonomic work, we require samples of currently recognized taxa, 
obtained from the type localities. To assist with this, I’ve listed all members of the Aloeides genus 
(below), with type localities (taken from Mark Williams’ Afrotropical Butterflies) and known flight-
periods (Pennington’s 2 and Steve Woodhall’s SA Butterflies App). 

Please contact me at AloeidesProject@gmail.com or +27 82 783 8213 if you have any queries, or 
wish to participate. Kits of preservative, vials and plastic envelopes are available to anyone 
wishing to contribute. 
 
A summary of progress to date (as reported at September’s LSA Conference) is included below. I 
currently have 194 records, made up of 41 taxa – I have another 50 odd specimens in the deep 
freeze, which I haven’t processed yet.  

Jeremy Dobson 

Alan Gardiner 

Peter Ward 

Mark Williams 

Andrew Mayer 

Graham Henning 

Etienne Terblanche 

Hayden Warren-Gash 

Steve Woodhall 

Reinier Terblanche 

Peter Webb 

Chris Dobson 

Google Earth image indicating names of contributors and localities where samples have been obtained to date 

Andrew Morton 

Harald Selb 

mailto:AloeidesProject@gmail.com


 
My goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the 
currently recognized taxonomic list. These goals are unlikely to be achieved by the end of the 
current season, but once the data has been collected and the DNA sequences obtained, the 
resulting phylogeny will be published in, with a list of all contributors to the project. 
  
Once this is in place, coupled with the Data Sheets, we will be in a uniquely strong position to 
review the genus! 

 

Aloeides Gallery (2018 – 2019 Season) 

 

 

 

 

 

Aloeides barklyi 
Springbok, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides simplex 
Witsand, Northern Cape 

Raimund Schutte 

 

Aloeides arida 
Kotzesrus, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides henningi 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides dryas 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
Leeuspruit, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides plowesi 
Chimanimani, Zimbabwe 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 
Slanghoek, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides caledoni 
Molteno Pass, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 



     

Aloeides thyra 
Cape Peninsula, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides susanae  
Hermannsburg, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 
 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni  
Wolkberg, Limpopo 

Johan Greyling 

 
 

Aloeides pallida littoralis  
Hermanus, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides caffrariae  
Grahamstown, E Cape  
Lynette Knott Rodman  

 
 

Aloeides damarensis mashona 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 



PUBLICATIONS 

Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
New articles in Metamorphosis: 
 

▪ Junonia agnesberenyiae sp. nov. (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae, Nymphalinae) from the 

Nimba Mountains (Guinea), West Africa  

Szabolcs Sáfián 

 

▪ Three new species of Liptena Westwood, [1851] (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae) from 

Africa.  

Michel Libert & Steve C. Collins 

 

▪ An overview of the biology of the Afrotropical butterfly genus Crudaria Wallengren, 1875 

(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Aphnaeinae), including some new observations.  

Alan Heath, Zofia A. Kaliszewska and Ernest L. Pringle 

 

Due to the large number of 
articles, Volume 29 (2018) 
will be printed in two sections, 
to make the publications 
more manageable and less 
expensive to post. 
 
Printing costs have not been 
finalized yet, but will probably 
be in the order of R130 each. 
 
The table of contents for Vol 
29 (1) is attached:  
 

 

 

  



REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

 
Gauteng  
 
Visits to Suikerbosrand in November and Walter Sisulu Botanical 
Gardens in early December yielded 18 and 25 species respectively. 
 
Both of these record-counts (Highveld Grassland) classify as 
Abundance Index 3 (Average) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Free State 
 
I visited Witsieshoek (on the Free State side of the KZN border) 

in November. 

No sign of the Qwa Qwa Rocksitter (Durbania amakosa 

sagittata), but Bowker’s Widow (Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri) 

was flying in good numbers. 

Riette Griesel has forwarded some photos from the gardens 

surrounding her property, Garingboom Guesthouse, near 

Springfontein. 

 

 

  

Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri 
Witsieshoek, Free State 

 

 

Lepidochrysops patricia 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng  

Jeremy Dobson  
 

 

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson  

 

Aloeides gowani  
Garingboom, Free State 

Riette Griesel 
 

 

Kedestes barberae barberae  
Garingboom, Free State 

Riette Griesel 
 

 

Ypthima asterope hereroica 
Garingboom, Free State 

Riette Griesel 
 

 

Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia 
Rangeview, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson  

 



Mpumalanga 

Andrew Mayer and I visited KwaMhlanga in north-east 

Mpumalanga in November. It was very hot and dry and 

butterflies were scarce. We saw a few Silvery Blue butterflies 

(Lepidochrysops glauca), but little else. An interesting 

observation was that a couple of Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus 

pallene) were flying. This is usually strictly a September butterfly 

on the Highveld, with an occasional second brood in February; it 

seems that this species is as confused about the weather as the 

rest of us… 

KwaMhlanga was bad, but Loding – usually a banker for local 

butterflies - was even worse. 

Species count: 23 (Highveld Savanna) – Abundance Index 2 
(Poor) 
 

Peter Webb and I visited some hills north of Machadodorp - now 

renamed as eNtokozweni – after our Verloren Valei expedition. 

Chris Dobson had found several Long-winged Orange Acraea 

(Telchinia alalonga) and Tite’s Copper (Aloeides titei) at this site 

a couple of years ago. I saw a couple of worn titei and a solitary 

alalonga, but very little else. 

 

Andre Coetzer 

We visited Punda Maria in Northern Kruger and Mphapuli Cycad reserve in December. Despite 
getting nearly 60 species at Mphapuli, it was rather quiet with many of the common species such 
as mother-of-pearls, commodores, etc. absent. Even the swallowtails were rather scarce and 
hopes of seeing masses of emperor swallowtails mud puddling were not realised. The reserve is 
building a little eco centre for education, and we will definitely see if we can’t get some kids 
involved in butterfly education with our next visit. 
 

Limpopo 

Mark Williams and I joined Andrew Mayer for a weekend at Andrew’s place in the Waterberg. 

Soetdoring is a wonderful spot to spend a relaxing few days, with great birds and an impressive 

butterfly list – Andrew has compiled a checklist of almost 150 butterfly species from his property, 

including noteworthy records such as Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa, Precis antilope and 

Gegenes hottentota. 

The region has been hard hit by the drought, but between us we managed to record 38 species, 

which just makes an Abundance Index of 4 (Good) for Highveld Savanna. This is probably more 

an indication of intense observer effort, rather than a reasonable number of butterflies! 

  

Aloeides damarensis mashona  
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Precis octavia sesamus 
Machadodorp, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 



 

 

Mark Williams visited Bateleur in December. Butterflies were extremely scarce - he recorded 12 

species: Abundance Index 2 (Poor). 

Even more worryingly, he searched diligently for eggs of Graphium antheus and Graphium 

morania on Annona senegalensis bushes, which appeared to be in perfect condition and found – 

nothing… 

Although butterflies were scarce, Mark was reasonably certain of finding a few eggs; it appears 

that, for some unknown reason, the butterflies are not laying.  

Johan Greyling submitted a couple of photos from a site 

in the Wolkberg, near Serala. The photos were taken 

almost exactly one year apart: You can see that the 

veld-condition last year (which was itself a terrible 

season), is dramatically better than this year… 

 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Refer to KZN Holiday under LATEST NEWS 

Andre Coetzer  

The area around Kokstad was still relatively dry during our visit at the end of December. The first 
good shower only came on 1 January, much later than usual. We did manage to locate a few 
Aloeides penningtoni from various sites, and a single Kedestes chaka from the hills west of 
town. The rainy weather at the end of the trip ruined our plans to visit Bushman’s Nek, but the rain 
was welcomed by all. 
  
Steve Woodhall 

December has been fairly quiet down here in KZN, as far as my activities are concerned. 
First trip was with David Allan (Durban Museum curator and ornithologist) and his family to a new 
lodge, Zulu Rock in Babanango Nature Reserve. Refer to LATEST NEWS. 
We saw only 11 species of butterfly. The weather didn’t help, but also the fact that the veld hasn’t 
yet recovered from damage caused by past overgrazing. 
 
I’ve started logging all sightings in my garden and in the grounds at work. Only 10 species from 
the garden in December; no sign of any of the ‘specials’ such as Vanessa hippomene hippomene. 
So far only four species from work, but the list will be longer eventually! 
 
 

Cigaritis mozambica 
Soetdoring, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chilades trochylus   
Soetdoring, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
Soetdoring, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Nov 
2017 

Nov 
2018 



We’ve had a few walks in Krantzkloof. The walk from Mark Liptrot’s house has produced 24 
species, including a very strong population of a Crudaria leroma type butterfly. So far all attempts 
to witness oviposition have failed and there are no rocks to turn over looking for larvae. There are 
lots of Anaplolepis custodiens ants on the colony, which is normal. The Nkutu Trail on the Forest 
Hills side of the reserve has produced 18 species. We haven’t seen the Rocksitters there yet, 
probably because the weather has been dull every time we went! I’ve looked for Durbania 
amakosa flavida at a couple of its known haunts with no success - but the weather didn’t play ball 
then either. 
 
Pigeon Valley, near the University in Durban, was visited a couple of times, 
and on Christmas Eve I finally saw Iolaus aemulus in the wild - a freshly 
emerged male on the bark of the tree where I keep finding pupae. 
Worryingly the tree shows signs of Shot Hole Borer beetle, and none of the 
other Natal Elms Celtis mildbraedtii in the reserve, on which we know the 
Loranthus to be present, have yielded any pupae. We’ve seen about a 
dozen butterfly species there in December. 
 
A couple of visits to Harold Johnson Nature Reserve, and the nearby Fort 
Pearson, have been the most fruitful. A total of 61 species, and the highest 
numbers seen in any reserve visited. We are planning a branch camping 
weekend there on the 11-13 January. We made contact with some people 
who have a house in Seula (or Seule) Forest at the mouth of the Tugela, 
Riaan and Liezel Venter, so we again have access to that forest (last time I 
went there with Bill Steele, we almost got arrested!) We found 
some Tapinanthus kraussianus there with Iolaus eggs and feeding damage, but no larvae and the 
eggs were sterile. They were white, not yellow, so not I. sidus. We’ll have another look at the 
weekend! 
 
Mark Liptrot, Sandi du Preez and I went to Nkandla on what turned out to be December’s hottest 
day - we saw 42 deg C on the car’s thermometer. Although butterfly numbers were down we did 
record 30 species, including Mylothris trimenia. No sign of the Rocksitter we’d found last 
December though. 
 
Oribi Gorge was visited on the 29th, by Sandi and me. Again, few butterflies - and the weather 
was quite dull. The grassland on the Hoopoe Falls trail was the most productive spot, with a 
single Coenyra aurantiaca being seen. However, there was severe damage to the road verges, 
someone had sprayed powerful herbicide to a 3m radius of the road and cut down a lot of roadside 
trees. Heaven knows how long it’ll be before we see numbers of Coenyra aurantiaca along the 
road again. We’ve alerted Ezemvelo, and stirred up a lot of people, let’s see what happens. 
 
On Old Year’s Eve I had a solo walk down Giba Gorge, which has been well maintained by a 
mountain biking operation. It’s in tip top condition, and although I saw 19 species 
(including Astictopterus inornatus), numbers were way down. 
 
I keep hanging on to the hope that it’s just the December lull (like the June lull in the UK) and not 
evidence of the insect armageddon everyone keeps talking about. I was at Umdoni Park this week 
and saw several freshly emerged butterflies, a larva of Lachnoptera ayresi on Rawsonia 
lucida, and a female Cymothoe coranus threatening to lay on the same plant (but she didn’t). 
Holding thumbs! 
 
 
 

 
  

Iolaus aemulus 
Pigeon Valley, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 



Lesotho 

 
Johan Greyling and Andrew Mayer visited Lesotho in December.  
They didn’t find much apparently, but the usual Satyrines were 
present in small numbers. 
 
They recorded a couple of Machacha Opal (Chrysoritis  pelion) 
from the area near the top of Sani Pass. 
 
 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
 
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which we will include as a regular feature in 
this newsletter.  
 
Some more examples of the Crambidae family: 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see some great photos by Nick Dean, click on the link below: 

African Moths 

  

Bocchoris inspersalis 
Johan Heyns 

Diaphania indica 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Diasemia monostigma 
Johan Heyns 

 

Duponchelia fovealis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Glyphodella flavibrunnea 
Johan Heyns 

 
Glyphodes bicolor 

Johan Heyns 

 

Pseudonympha gaika 
Johan Greyling 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/44691276@N06/albums/72157662274634362


AFRICA DESK 

Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 

Rogers has been busy rearing caterpillars in Mpanga Forest, Uganda. 

 

Kenya  

Colin Jackson is the Director of A Rocha Kenya, a conservation 
organisation based on the coast in a village called Watamu. He 
has been a LepSoc Africa member for some time and is a keen 
supporter of the Virtual Museum, which he is promoting in 
Kenya.  

The Conservation Centre is located on a seven acre plot, where 
he has recorded 131 species of butterfly. He is currently busy 
with a project to digitise biodiversity data from Arabuko-Sokoke 
Forest and to publish this on the Global Biodiversity Information 
Facility (GBIF) online database. 

He requested LSA to assist him with the latest taxonomy for this list, which Mark Williams has very 

kindly offered to undertake on our behalf. 

 

  

Salamis cacta 

Ugandan Blue Sailor 
Pseudoneptis bugandensis bugandensis 

Larva on Ficus ulceoralis 

Ugandan Blue Sailor 
Pseudoneptis bugandensis bugandensis 

Pupa 

Ugandan Blue Sailor 
Pseudoneptis bugandensis bugandensis 

Freshly emerged adult 

Lesser Blue Charaxes 
Charaxes numenes aequatorialis 

Larva on Blighia unijugata 

Lesser Blue Charaxes 
Charaxes numenes aequatorialis 

Pupa 

Lesser Blue Charaxes 
Charaxes numenes aequatorialis 

Freshly emerged adult 
 



Liberia (Szabolcs Sáfián) 
 

Safi was in Liberia in November and December. 

He managed to take this photograph of the rare Ivory Coast 

Eggfly (Hypolimnas aubergeri). This was believed to be endemic 

to the Nimba area in Ivory Coast, until specimens were found 

also in Guinea and Liberia. Safi took this picture at Wologizi 

Mountains, Liberia; due to the low light in the undergrowth he 

had to use an ISO setting of 5000. 

 

 

 

  



LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Dave Edge (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis in a caretaker capacity) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation and Research) 

• Steve Woodhall (Marketing) 

• Peter Ward (Permits) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 
 
Jan Praet has resigned as LSA’s Marketing Officer due to work commitments. Steve Woodhall – 
whom I’m sure you will all agree is made for the job – has taken over from Jan. Andre Coetzer has 
taken over the role of Highveld Branch Chairman. 
 
No increases to annual subscriptions were made at September’s AGM; the current schedule is 
attached below. 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 28 is R125, excluding postage. Various postage options with 
different pricing are available.  
 
Volume 28 – Part 2 (Life Histories) is available at a cost of R150 per copy, excluding postage. 
Volume 29 will be published in two editions, the first of which will be printed soon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 



FOCUS ON…. 

Andrew Morton, LepSoc Africa’s Western Cape Chairman is featured this month.  
 
I have been interested in insects since I was about five years old. I used to 
spend my breaks at school searching through the leaf litter for beetles and 
moths. 
I enjoy life-histories and I am always rearing numerous butterflies and 
moths. I am passionate about butterfly conservation and I am custodian of 
several red-listed butterfly taxa. 
  
I have been the chairman of the Western Cape branch of LepSoc Africa for 
about a decade. 
I organized the surveys of The Western Cape for SABCA and authored the 
red-listing on a number of taxa for SALCA. I am a Brenton Blue Trust 
trustee. I am a core participant in the BED (Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity) 
project and I am a member of the Kedestes Conservation Committee. 
  
I own a guesthouse on the mountainside in Muizenberg, which affords me some time to pursue my 
interest in insects and to do a bit of surfing. 
  
 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH  

 

Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 

included, if at all possible; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Would any photographers out there please send any recent pictures that you would like to include, 

with your identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com 

  

AUGUST 2018 
Raimund Schutte 
Cigaritis namaqua 

(Steinkopf, Northern Cape) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Aphaeus hutchinsonii  
(Mandawe, KZN) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 
Michael Ochse 

Papilio zalmoxis  
(Ebogo Cameroon) 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com


Entries for November 

 

  

NOVEMBER 
 

November’s winner is Steve Woodhall, with 
this photograph of Boisduval’s False Acraea 
(Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii) taken at 
Zimbali, Balito, KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
A great picture of an impressive butterfly... 
 
 

Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron 

Steve Woodhall  
(Midlands, KZN) 

 

Coeliades keithloa 

Jeremy Dobson 

(Izingolweni, KZN) 

 
 

Aterica galene 
Sudheer Kommana 

(Tanzania) 

 
 

Dingana alaedeus  
Richard McKibbin 

(Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga) 

Precis octavia sesamus 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Ingeli, KZN) 
 
 
 

Catacroptera cloanthe 
Steve Woodhall  
(Midlands, KZN) 

 



Entries for December 

 

 

 

Cigaritis mozambica  
Jeremy Dobson 

(Soetdoring, Limpopo) 
 

Acraea natalica 
Steve Woodhall 

(Oribi, KZN) 
 
 
 

Thestor brachycera brachycera  
Willem de Voogt  

(Brenton, Southern Cape) 
 
 

Euphaedra rattrayi rattrayi 
Dave Richards 

(Masai Mara, Kenya) 
 
 
 
 
 

Belenois thysa 
Steve Woodhall 

(Oribi, KZN) 
 
 

Belenois  creona severina 
Dave Richards 

(Masai Mara, Kenya) 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 
December’s winner is Dave Richards. 
Dave lives in Nairobi, Kenya and specializes 
in photographic and ornithological safaris. 
  
Dave took this photo of the Tawny African 
Monarch (Danaus chrysippus dorippus) in 
the Masai Mara National Park, Kenya. 



LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Carl Linnaeus 

 

Although he never visited Africa and had no specific interest in 

butterflies, the Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778) is an 

important figure in our field, as he established the binomial system of 

biological nomenclature, formalized biological classification, and gave 

the first organization to ecology. 

Carl Linnaeus was born on May 23, 1707, in Ra°shult, Sweden, the 

eldest of five children. Two years after his birth his father became the 

Lutheran minister at Stenbrohult. There young Carl had his own 

garden, which, he later remarked, "inflamed my soul with an 

unquenchable love of plants." 

In 1716 Linnaeus went to the grammar school in nearby Växjö. He studied Latin, religion, 

mathematics, and science, but his interest in plants tended to interfere with his studies. A favourite 

book was Aristotle's Historia animalium, which his father had given him. His mother hoped he 

would enter the ministry, but he showed no interest in that career. Johan Rothman, a master at the 

high school, encouraged Linnaeus's interests in science and suggested that he study medicine. 

The father reluctantly agreed, and Rothman tutored Linnaeus in physiology and botany for a year. 

In 1727 Linnaeus entered the University of Lund. The science and medical instruction was very 

weak, and after a year he transferred to Uppsala University, where he found that the two medical 

professors were old and seldom lectured. Fortunately, he soon attracted the interest of Olof 

Celsius, a theology professor who was interested in the plants of Sweden. Celsius gave him free 

room and board and became his mentor. 

The most important contemporary development in botany was the study of the sexuality of plants. 

Linnaeus had learned of this discovery while at Växjö, but it was not generally known in Sweden. 

He wrote an essay on the subject, which Celsius showed to one of the professors of medicine, 

Olof Rudbeck. Rudbeck was so impressed with Linnaeus that he appointed him lecturer in botany 

and tutor of his sons. 

In 1732 Linnaeus received a grant from the Uppsala Scientific Society for a trip to Lapland. In 5 

months he gained valuable knowledge of the Lapps and the natural resources of the country. The 

success of this trip led to invitations from the government at various times to make other trips to 

survey the resources of Sweden. On one of his journeys, through the province of Dalarna in 1734, 

he met Sara Lisa Moraea, to whom he became engaged. 

Linnaeus needed a medical degree to become professionally established. At some European 

universities it could be earned by satisfactorily completing examinations and defending a thesis. In 

1735 Linnaeus travelled to Holland, and after a week at the University of Harderwijk he took the 

examinations, defended his thesis on the cause of intermittent fever, and received his degree. He 

remained away from Sweden for 3 years, spending most of his time in Holland but also traveling in 



Germany, France, and England, meeting leading scientists as he went. He had brought with him a 

number of botanical manuscripts, and these won the admiration of the leading naturalists and the 

wealthy banker George Clifford. 

These men provided Linnaeus with work and assisted in the publication of his manuscripts. The 

years in Holland were the most productive of his life: he published his Systema naturae, 

Bibliotheca botanica, Fundamenta botanica, Critica botanica, Flora Lapponica, Methodus sexualis, 

Genera plantarum, Classes plantarum, Hortus Cliffortianus, and other works.  

With understandable pride he concluded that in three years he had "written more, discovered 

more, and made a greater reform in botany than anybody before had done in an entire lifetime." 

Linnaeus returned to practice medicine in Stockholm. He was appointed physician to the Admiralty 

and soon had the best medical practice in Stockholm. In 1739 he married Sara Moraea; they had 

two sons and four daughters. Linnaeus became professor of botany at Uppsala University in 1741. 

As a professor, Linnaeus was immensely successful. He had a genius for organization which he 

applied to both science and science education. His popularity with students was also based upon 

his attractive personality and his concern for their success. He taught botany, zoology, natural 

history, pharmacy, dietetics, and mineralogy. There were 186 students who defended theses 

under his supervision. It was the custom for the adviser to write much, if not all, of the dissertation, 

and those which his students defended contained some of his important ideas in ecology and 

natural history. These theses were published separately and then collected into a periodical 

entitled Amoenitates academicae (1749-1790). 

Linnaeus was not without detractors, some sincere, but many merely jealous. However, the love of 

his students and the value of his work ensured both his widespread influence and the receipt of 

many honours. He was appointed chief royal physician in 1747 and was knighted in 1758; he then 

took the name Carl von Linné. He retired in 1776 and was permitted to appoint as his successor 

his son Carl. Linnaeus died in Uppsala on 10 January 1778. 

Linnaeus is most widely known for having introduced efficient procedures for naming and 

classifying plants and animals at a time when new species were being rapidly discovered by 

explorers. Before the insights of evolutionary theory provided a rationale for classification and 

nomenclature, the criteria used were arbitrarily chosen according to similarities in morphology, 

habitat, and man's uses of the species. In Linnaeus's day the problems of classification were most 

acutely felt in relation to flowering plants. Naturalists agreed that morphology was the most natural 

criterion, but in practice it was difficult to know which groups were most similar. 

Linnaeus realized that new plants were being discovered faster than their morphological 

relationships could be established, and he decided to abandon for a while the attempt to achieve a 

natural classification. He devised a simple numerical classification based upon the number of floral 

parts. This system was so useful that it remained popular into the 19th century. 

Gradually Linnaeus also developed a consistent system of names, in which each species of plant 

and animal had a genus name followed by a specific name: for example, Plantago virginica and 

Plantago lanceolata were the names of two species of plantain. Because he was the first to 



achieve a consistent and efficient system of nomenclature, botanists agreed in 1805 to accept his 

Species plantarum (2 vols., 1753) and zoologists agreed to accept the tenth edition of his Systema 

naturae (1758) as the official starting points for scientific names of plants and animals; this volume 

contained the first descriptions of African and South African butterflies. 

The subject of ecology as a distinct area of investigation was first outlined by Linnaeus in a thesis 

entitled Specimen academicum de oeconomia naturae, which was defended by one of his 

students in 1749. Linnaeus organized ecology around the balance of nature concept, which he 

named the "economy of nature." He emphasized the interrelationships in nature and was one of 

the first naturalists to describe food chains. He also studied plant succession, the diversity of 

habitat requirements among species, and the selective feeding habits of insects and hoofed 

animals. He was strongly interested in the distribution of species and studied their different means 

of dispersal. He urged the application of biological knowledge not only in medicine but also in 

agriculture, for he believed that the effective combating of agricultural pests must be based upon a 

thorough knowledge of their life histories. 

Linnaeus is the type specimen for Homo sapiens! 
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FOOTNOTE 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct significant (and sometimes insignificant) grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining 
the style and tone of the original article as submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 
 

EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf 

2016-6 Nov 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf 

2017-1 Jan 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf 

2017-2 Mar 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf 

2017-3 May 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf 

2017-4 Jul 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf 

2017-5 Sep 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf 

2017-6 Nov 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf 

2018-1 Jan 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1449/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-1.pdf 

2018-2 Mar 2018 
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1455/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-
2%20reduced.pdf 

2018-3 May 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1458/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-3.pdf 

2018-4 Jul 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1460/ABN%202018-4.pdf 

2018-5 Sep 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1470/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-5.pdf 

2018-6 Nov 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1477/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-6.pdf 
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